Satisfactory features of the statistics for the first six months of 1950 are tha the infant mortality rate has again fallen, as also has the number of cases ? diphtheria recorded and the deaths from that disease.
On the other hand, it will be seen that the birth rate is again a little lowerMeasles and dysentery have been more prevalent and there has been a marke increase in the number of cases of poliomyelitis.
?.
There is a slight improvement in the number of cases of tuberculosis register1^ and in the death rate from that disease. There is, however, a definite increase the number of deaths from other respiratory conditions. STUART I. A. LAIDLAW, Medical Officer of Health. Glasgow, July, 1950. 278 
